
Instructions for

Collagraph Printing

SKILLS EXPERIENCES & 
OUTCOMES

THEMES AREA

Sculpture Explore media Natural  
environment

Design

Drawing & 
Painting

Use visual ele-
ments

Storytelling/
fantasy/imagi-

nation

Expressive

Printmaking Observe & 
record

Culture/history

Craft Respond to 
stimuli

Figure

Digital/Pho-
tography

Solve design 
problems

Face & expres-
sion

Textiles Share & display

Analyse & 
discuss

Lesson 
prep time

30 min Lesson 
duration

1 1/2 - 2 hours

Collagraph printing is all about building different textures and interesting effects. It is a very 
sensory form of printmaking and offers lots of opportunities to explore different materials.

Age 
group

We are learning: We can: 

early n/a n/a

first how different surfaces create 
patterns and textures

experiment with textured 
materials

second how to build up layers of 
texture to print as a   
collagraph

experiment with textured  
materials to create a 
collagraph print

Learning Intentions & Success Criteria



Materials:

Introduction and input:
This project can work alongside geography well.

Discuss the work of local artist Gill Thompson. Explain that the textural qualities of the print 
are made by collaging, layering and peeling away and scraping textured papers to build up a 
printing plate. 

Useful vocabulary:
collage: using a variety of materials to build up an image

Main Activity:

1. Draw out the design on the piece of greyboard. This will be a tem-
plate to stick textured papers to.

2. Using different collaging materials, cut and stick the design on to
the greyboard. The areas that sit proud of the board (where pieces
have been stuck on) will print lighter than areas that have been cut or
scraped away as the ink pools in these areas making it darker.

• Variety of textured cards,
string, recycled cardboard

• Grey board cut to a5
• PVA
• Varnish
• Intaglio ink
• press

• scrim (coarse material to wipe
away ink)

• scissors
• paper towels
• water spray bottle
• thick card for printing



3. After the design is stuck down, coat the plate in varnish to seal it.
You may need two or three coats depending how detailed it is.

4. When the varnish is dry you can begin printing. Use a small square
of cardboard to apply the ink by scraping it across the surface of the
plate. Remove excess ink with the scrim. Only a thin layer of ink is
needed to print with, too much will result in a smudged print.

5. Prepare the printing paper by dampening it. This will help it to ab-
sord the ink. Use a spray bottle and pat with paper towel so the paper
is damp to touch but not saturated.

6. Mark out an A5 size guide for the plate and a guide to show the
paper area on the press bed using masking tape. Place the plate in the
correct position and carefully lay the paper on top using the masking
tape as a guide. Put a layer of newsprint between the damp paper and
the press blankets and pull the print through the press.



Plenary:

First/Second: Take several prints
from each plate.

Discuss the textured 
materials used and how they created
different effects. Which areas are lighter/
darker? Why is this?

Further Activity Suggestions:

FIRST & SECOND:

Example of simple collagraph making:

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q4bzEqTKUTI&ab_channel=NellSmith

Clean up tips & suggestions: 

• Check whether your intaglio ink is water or oil based. Water
based ink will clean with soap and water. Oil based can be
cleaned using vegetable/baby oil.




