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Open Call for Artists commission;

Summary

A creative opportunity which will match selected artists with
a cultural mentor and a post graduate student to create an
artistic response to the Landscape, Culture and History of the
Outer Hebrides in particular the Stornoway-Uig Corridor.

The commission presents a fantastic opportunity to take part
in a unique collaborative project between Bealach; the
Creative places 2015 awarding winning partnership project
based on Lewis and Harris led by An Lanntair arts centre in
collaboration with Glasgow School of Art’s Institute of Design
Innovation (InDI) Songlines project.

Bealach is a transformational project that represents
Stornoway as the gateway and passage into the Gaelic culture,
creative communities and landscape of the Outer Hebrides.

“we aim to Provide a Gateway from Stornoway for a diverse
audience to experience, learn, share and develop a lifelong
relationship with the creative Gaelic culture and communities
of the Outer Hebrides.”

Songlines:

Within this project, the Songlines theme takes its reference
from traditional Australian aboriginal culture, where journeys
were transformed into songs that enabled travel through the
landscape.



The commission aims to bring together an artist, a local
Island cultural mentor, and a postgraduate Glasgow School of
Art student to produce a creative response/installation to
appear on the route between Stornoway and the Lewis community
of Uig.

Successful artists will be subsequently matched with
appropriate cultural mentors and students.

This route has been chosen on the basis that it provides a
distinct and under-explored context for art. The proposed
artwork should enhance and correspond to the landscape and
cultural aspects of life on the island.

With this in mind, artists are asked to propose an artwork
which pays close attention to the landscape, culture and
history of the Stornoway to Uig corridor.

The following definition and themes are offered by way of
guidance, you may wish to propose others which relate more
directly to your own practice.

Bealach is: “found throughout the Gaidhealtachd. It
signifies a pass for travellers. Indeed its original meaning
was way or route. Like other place-name elements associated
with the land, bealach can also apply to sea passages

[where] the name seems to describe the flowing tidal process
on the move, rather than a fixed physical entity.”

—Reading the Gaelic Landscape: Leughadh Aghaidh naTire, John
Murray. Whittles Publishing, 2014

Then more generally you may wish to consider:

e A sense of place and the unique landscape;
e the crofting way of life;

e the intrinsic relationship between the Gaelic language
and the landscape;

e peat cutting as a means of harvesting fuel;
e Jlocal black house architecture;
e Jlocal agricultural use systems;

e local food production, both historically and in present
day
e land ownership



Cultural mentors will be available to the successful artists
throughout the duration of the project to provide advice,
cultural context and enable reflection. The postgraduate
Glasgow School of Art students will be expected to assist the
artist and contribute to the development up to conception
stage. Thereafter it will be the artists responsibility to
take the artwork forward to implementation and installation.

Proposals will be accepted from artists proposing work in a
multitude of art forms, including but not exclusively:
sculpture; textile; installation; film; and performance.

It would be expected that a high degree of visibility be aimed
for. Equally, it would be expected that the artwork be
developed so that it may have a legacy (whether material or
immaterial) beyond the lifetime of the project.

Budget:
Maximum available artist fee for this
Commission, including all materials, will be £1000.

Sites and locations:

The proposed site and location for the work will be discussed
and agreed with the artist and the land owner at the inception
stage.

Timescale;

Deadline for proposals: 5pm Friday 4tP December 2015
Announcement of successful application: January 11th 2016
The successful applicant must be able to produce and deliver
the artwork May 30th 2016.

Submission details:
Artists are invited to submit a detailed CV and a short
proposal, detailing in no more than two sides of A4:

- Introduction to your practice.

- Proposed artwork, including information on the concept
behind the proposal, the artistic medium proposed and
all other details related to the artwork proposed.

- Links to previous examples of your work.

Submission to both project coordinators;

Catherine Maclean, Bealach project coordinator, An lanntair
catherine@lanntair.com

Brian Dixon, Songlines coordinator; Glasgow School of Art
b.dixonlgsa.ac.uk

If you have any questions please email Project Coordinators


mailto:catherine@lanntair.com
mailto:b.dixon@gsa.ac.uk




