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Colin Mackenzie : 
Collector Extraordinaire

Colin Mackenzie was one of Scotland’s most famous explorers and he 
came from Stornoway!  He explored and travelled all around India and 
made some of the first maps of the country.  He also collection and 
documented all the interesting things he saw along the way – ancient 
temples, beautiful sculptures, plants and animal.  Colin Mackenzie 
famously said ‘the seeds of inspiration we first implanted in my native 
Isle’.  He never made it home to Stornoway but now nearly 200 years 
after he died in India, his collections are making it home…..so we want 
to inspire the next generation of explorers and collectors!

Children will be given a guided tour of the exhibition.  Afterwards 
they will become explorers and collectors around the castle grounds 
collecting a variety of foliage and objects.  The children will then arrange 
and cast their finds creating interlocking plaster relief tiles. They will 
also create drawings based on the exhibition.

Tours and workshops available from August until mid 
November.  Contact us to arrange a time to suit your school.  
Suitable for Primary or Secondary.  Max 15 pupils



Room 2 Manoeuvre :
Hip Hop Dance Workshops

Room 2 Manoeuvre, one of Scotlands leading hip hop dance theatre 
companies, returns once more to An Lanntair with its latest show, 
Without a Hitch.   In the lead up to the performance on the 12th 
October 2017, the company will be offering dance workshops to 
local schools in conjunction with An Lanntair.  Dance workshops will 
be primarily led by Room 2 Manoeuvre artistic director Tony Mills.  
Tony will give participants a taste of a range of dance styles including 
breakdance, hip hop, commercial/street, locking and popping.  The 
workshop will begin with a warm up into basic grooves and then 
learning a choreographed routine and special moves and tricks.  If a 
school has an existing dance group via the PE department or an after 
school club then some workshops can be targeted at these groups 
for a more advanced session both in contemporary/modern dance 
and/or hip hop. 
Available 18th – 22nd September
Suitable for P1 – P7; or Secondary PE classes
Your school, Free



Aisling Oidhche Meadhan Samhraidh 
: A Midsummer Night’s Dream

It’s midsummer night and there’s definitely a tale to tell.  What with the war 
between the King and Queen of the fairies, the lovers lost in the woods and 
the amateur actors rehearing their play – there is some buffoonery to be had 
in this famously funny Shakespeare tale in Gaelic.

We are treated to a performance of magic, mischief, trickery and love with the 
help of an old boot, plastic bag and brick!  Combine that with the wonderful 
ad hoc performance talents of David Walker this show is a unique experience 
in Gaelic theatre.   Coming from the critically acclaimed team who brought 
Macbeatha to the Edinburgh Festival Stage, this play mixes the rich poetic 
language of Shakespeare with some perfectly scripted contemporary belly 
laughs.  

Schools Matinee :
Thursday 5th October, 
2 – 3.15pm.
An Lanntair.
Suitable for secondary 
Gaelic speaking pupils.
FREE

Workshop available 
Wednesday 4th October 
morning or afternoon 
in your school
Suitable for secondary 
Gaelic speaking pupils.
FREE



Bealach : Word Pool
These writing sessions draw on the word-pool gathered by the Bealach project, 
when people were asked to submit three words that sum up what Lewis and 
Harris mean to them.  Pupils will use the word-pool as the starting point for 
their own writing, and will create short poems in a variety of forms including: 
acrostic and mesostic poems; using randomly generated words in structured 
challenges; origami ‘fortune tellers’ with selected words to generate poems; 
and circle poems which can begin at more than one point.   The children can 
select one of their short poems to present in a sculptural form.   This could be 
as tablet poems laid out in grid form or built using 3D letters. 

Ken Cockburn is a poet, translator, editor and writing tutor based in Edinburgh, 
who works regularly with schools. In 2010 he ran workshops for schools in 
Lewis and Harris as part of the Ian Hamilton Finlay exhibition at An Lanntair.

Writing workshops 
available w/c 13th 
November (half day).
Sculpture workshops 
2 - 3 weeks later.  
Suitable for upper 
primary and lower 
secondary school 
pupils.  

Indigenous Animals
Following on from our talks on Senegal and the 
Indigenous and Imaginary animal’s workshop, we 
will be visiting the schools that took part in the 
sessions and returning the drawings and printed 
vinyl wall stickers to them.   Also some of the 
images from each school will be sent to the school 
in Senegal.



Faclan Òga 
Author’s events in An Lanntair and Tarbert Community Library 

Dinosaurs, Ducks, Hares and Tortoises : 
Alison Murray         P1 - 3 English
Alison will read from Hare and Tortoise 
and Dino Duckling and show how to create 
expressive picture book characters with line, 
mark making and colour.  Children will get 
a chance to  create their own version of a 
character from one of Alison’s stories. 
Mon 30 Oct 1.45pm, Tarbert Library
Tues 31 Oct 10am,  An Lanntair

Silver Skin : Joan Lennon
S1 - S3 English
Join Joan Lennon as she talks about the 
inspiration for her novel, shares writing tips, 
and looks at some of the issues that past, 
present and future share.  Silver Skin was 
shortlisted for the 2017 Scottish Teenage 
Book Prize.
Thurs 2 Nov 1.15pm, Tarbert Library
Fri 3 Nov, Time TBC Nicolson Institute

Walking Mountain: Joan Lennon
P4 - 7 English
Join Joan Lennon as she introduces her latest 
novel Walking Mountain, looking at where 
this story of impending disaster and unlikely 
friendships began, and how she went about 
inventing a strange future world that is fantastic 
and familiar at the same time.
Wed 1 Nov 2pm,  An Lanntair
Thurs 2 Nov 10.30am, Tarbert Library
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Anns an Ach Bhàn san Eilean Sgitheanach, bha beatha 
àbhaisteach aig Flòraidh Anna (11) agus aig a bràithrean 
Ailean (10) agus Eòghainn (10), a bha nan càraid. Ach 
aon latha thachair rud gu tur neo-àbhaisteach dhaibh! 
Bha iasgair, Eric Forbiser, a bha a’ fuireach faisg orra, air 
bàsachadh mìos air ais. Bha ainm aig Forbiser a bhith na 
dhraoidh Ceilteach. Nuair a chaidh an triùir a-steach don 
t-seada-bhàtaichean aige, chunnaic iad bogsa Smarties 
agus dh’ith iad iad gun fhios aca gur e drogaichean làidir  
a bh’ annta.

Chaidh iad uile ann an laigse agus dhùisg iad ann an 
tìr eile eadar beatha agus bàs far an do choinnich iad ri 
Forbiser. Thuirt e riutha gum feumadh iad a dhol air turas 
cunnartach.

Thug e dhaibh bata draoidheil, Lùbag, airson an 
cuideachadh agus chaidh iad air an slighe …

Granaidh Afraga : Mòrag Anna NicNèill
P4-7 Ghàidhlig
Leughaidh Mòrag Anna NicNèill earrann bhon 
leabhar ùr aice, ‘Granaidh Afraga’, agus an uair 
sin freagraidh i ceistean bhon luchd-èisteachd. 
Seach gur e Oidhche Shamhna a th’ ann, 
gheibh sgoilearan cothrom beagan sgrìobhadh 
cruthachail a dhèanamh co-cheangailte ri bana-
bhuidsichean is caractaran eagalach eile! 
Dim 31 Dàmh 2f,  An Lanntair
Dic 1 Samh 10.30m, Leabharlainn Tairbeart

An Triùir agus Lùbag : Maoilios Caimbeul
S1 - S3 Ghàidhlig
Innsidh Maoilios Caimbeul mun leabhar An Triùir 
agus Lubag agus leughaidh e pìos às an nobhail. 
Innsidh e beagan cuideachd mu leabhraichean 
eile a sgrìobh e agus bidh cothrom ann ceistean  
a chur air.  
Dim 31 Dàmh 1.15f,  Leabharlainn Tairbeart
Dic 1 Samh 10m,  An Lanntair

Leugh is Seinn le Linda 
P1-3 Ghàidhlig
Thig còmhla rinn airson seisean-leughaidh 
Gàidhlig loma-làn sgeulachdan, òrain agus 
pupaidean airson na tràth ìrean le Linda NicLeòid.  
Bidh Linda a’ leughadh ‘Montaidh agus Mìlsean’, 
sgeulachd èibhinn mu dheidhinn Montaidh an cù 
dailmèisean agus a charaidean a tha a’ fuireach air 
Tuathanas na Craobh-shiris. 
Dih 3 Samh 10.30m, Leabharlainn Tairbeart
Dih 3 Samh 2f, Steornabhagh



WHYTE : Gaelictronica
WHYTE is a collaboration between electronic composer and musician, Ross 
Whyte and Gaelic singer-songwriter, Alasdair Whyte.  This workshop will 
include electronic composition using Ableton software and a talk about live 
looping, after which pupils will have the opportunity to create and record 
a short piece of music.  The artists will talk about song-writing and Alasdair 
will tell pupils about some of the historic research behind the songs they’ve 
recorded.  They will perform some of their pieces which feature sampling 
and looping too. 

Available Thursday 23rd November, up to 2 hours duration
in your school.
Suitable for Secondary Music pupils.  

Teacher’s event
Primary and Secondary teachers are invited to join the An Lanntair 
Education and Outreach staff for coffee and cake.  Hear more about the 
Arts Education opportunities on offer in Autumn and Winter 2017, and 
tell us what you’d like to be included in future programmes.  
Thurs 24th August at 4pm, An Lanntair Gallery

Contact Moira or Joe on 01851 708493 for more information on our 
arts education opportunities or to make a booking for your class.

moira@lanntair.com       joe@lanntair.com


