
PAPER BAG STAR

Paper Bags Scissors Glue stick

Pencil Ruler

This is a simple way to make really effective decorative stars for any occasion.  All you need is paper bags (they can be plain or patterned) 
and some everyday items.

MATERIALS YOU WILL NEED

Tape



Measure the halfway 
point along the opening 
of the bag.

Measure approximately 
three quarters of the 
distance from the top 
of the bag on both 
sides

Using a ruler 
draw a line from 
the measured 
points on the 
sides to the 
central point at 
the top.

You should end up 
with a triangle.

Cut along the lines Get some 
cardboard, 
anything will do.  
You are going to 
use this to make a 
template.
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Trace around the edges 
of your paper bag 
triangle onto the 
cardboard

You now have a rigid 
template that you can 
use to create the rest of 
the triangles.

Lay the cardboard 
template onto the paper 
bag making sure that the 
point of the triangle is 
at the opening of the 
bag.

Trace at least the 
triangle onto at least 
eight bags and then cut 
them all out.

Make the last ’T’ 
shape of glue on 
the stack of 
triangles and open 
them up like a 
book.  Press the 
two outside 
triangles together 
to make a star.
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use a glue stick to line of 
glue across the base of 
the triangle and from 
the centre of the base to 
the point in a T shape. 
Lay another triangle on 
top so that they match.  
Keep going until you 
have such all of them 
together.

put some clear tape on 
one of the points and 
fold over.

The tape stops the paper 
from tearing when you 
hand your star 
decoration up.

Use a needle and 
thread to make a hole 
through the tape and 
tie off.  This is for 
hanging your star.
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If you want to you can 
decorate you bags 
before gluing them 
together to make more 
colourful creations.


