
MILK CONTAINER ELEPHANT

Plastic milk container Scissors Glue stick

PVA Glue Coloured paper or foil

Milk container elephants are really fun and simple things to make with children.  You should be able to make them with materials that you 
will have in the home.  You don’t need fancy paper or foil to cover your elephants.  You can use newspapers, junk mail or old wrapping 
paper.  Its also a very good use for your coloured easter egg foil.  You can of course add your own variation using stickers, sequins or 
anything that comes to mind to add some extra bling to your elephant.  Have fun!

MATERIALS YOU WILL NEED



Rinse out your milk 
container and remove its 
label.

Cut all the way around 
the milk container 
below the handle.

Using a 
permanent 
marker draw a 
line all the way 
around the milk 
container just 
above where the 
handle (trunk) 
curves in to join 
the main body of 
the container.

Cut along the line

Use a marker pen 
to draw an arch 
shape on the side 
of your elephant, 
this will give you 
the elephant’s 
legs.

Use scissors to cut 
away the arch 
shapes on the side. 
(If you are 
planning on 
making the 
elephant into a 
lantern then don’t 
cut out the arches 
but colour them in 
with black marker)
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Cut or tear your paper 
or foil into small pieces.

Hold the elephant by 
the trunk and using a 
glue stick or pva glue 
cover small areas of 
your elephant.

Add the pieces of paper 
or foil to the elephant 
until covered.

When fully covered you 
can wrap the lid in foil 
and screw back onto the 
elephant.

If you have googly 
eyes add these to 
your elephant.  If 
not cut out small 
circles of white 
paper to use as 
eyes.
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If you haven’t got 
coloured paper or foil 
why not cut up junk mail 
to cover your elephant?

You could also just 
colour in your elephant 
with sharpies or other 
permanent markers.  

This is great if you want 
to turn your elephant 
into a lantern or night 
light.  Just turn on a 
battery powered night 
light and put it under 
your elephant.
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