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In 2015 a bid from the Outer Hebrides was awarded the 
Creative Place accolade by Creative Scotland, in recognition 
of our thriving culture and the quality and breadth of our 
local artistic work and creative activity. Championed by a 
dynamic partnership led by An Lanntair Arts Centre, the win 
awarded funding towards the unique Bealach project.

Bealach; a Gaelic word originally meaning ‘route or pass’ 
has come through time to signify a passage for travellers, 
through land or sea, essentially describing the process of 
moving through.

The project focuses on making a way into new cultural 
experiences rooted in the rich heritage of the Gaidhealtachd 
and takes place throughout and beyond the town of Stornoway. 
Bealach will enable innovative artist residencies; world 
class Gaelic music; public art commissions; trails, tours 
and exhibitions as well as supporting the development of 
creative skills to add to the rich seam of talent running 
through the islands.
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‘Butt of Lewis Lighthouse – 22 days – Guiness can and duct tape – 0.25mm pin hole’  A Work in progress 
image from Jon Macleod’s commissioned project Deiseal/Sunwise, that seeks to capture the path of the sun 
across Lewis & Harris from the shortest day to the longest day using long exposure solagraph photography.



The Festival of Harris Tweed will recognise the achieve-
ments and innovations within the internationally renowned 
Harris Tweed Industry. A series of events will be held at 
An Lanntair; From the Land comes the Cloth exhibition by 
Ian Lawson (July-Aug 16) Am Beairt a specially commissioned 
Sharmanka Hattersley Loom kinetic sculpture (Oct-Nov 2016). 
Festival of Harris Tweed Event (13th August 16) showcasing 
the work of high-end artisans and designers, featuring live 
music, archive film, loom demonstrations and themed tours to 
weavers’ sheds and production mills. 
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http://www.ianlawson.com


The Between Islands Writers’ Commission has enabled Kevin 
Macneil, Alison Miller and Roseanne Watt to write short 
stories, inspired by archive material in the Outer 
Hebrides, Shetland and Orkney. As part of HebCelt 2016 the 
Hebridean Women Concert will launch the festival and the 
Western Isles Cèilidh Trail will see young islanders 
performing in intriguing venues for the month of July 
16, including the ferries en route to/from the festival. 
Renowned composer Craig Armstrong and Calum Martin are 
collaborating on the Gaelic Psalm Project culminating in a 
performance at An Lanntair on Saturday 27th August 16. 

The Uig area will host the An 
Sùileachan Artist Residency, 
an opportunity for an artist
to work within the except-
ional landscape and culture 
of rural Lewis. For Mapping 
the Arteries Janie Nicoll and 
Roos Dijkuisean are to create 
new public artworks for the 
iconic Four Winds concrete 
bus shelters. Janie Nicoll’s 
artwork will focus on the 
Carry Bus Shelter in Bhaltos 
Glen as a personal response to 
the uniqueness of its location 
and the surrounding area, as a 
Site of Special Scientific In-
terest. Roos Dijkuisean trav-
elled extensively on the bus 

routes across the islands in February 2016 and will make 
new work inspired by this experience. Glasgow School of Art 
Artists’ Commissions will match selected artists with post-
graduate students to develop an artistic response to the 
Landscape, Culture and History of the Outer Hebrides. There 
will also be innovative new Visual Art Commissions from art-
ists Calum Angus Mackay, Jon Macleod, Philippa Thomas and 
Hector Macinness, working on the theme of “passage or gate-
way” to be exhibited at An Lanntair in Autumn 16.

Visit http://lanntair.com/bealach/ for the full Bealach 
programme as it develops throughout 2016 and 2017 
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http://www.janienicoll.co.uk/


A journey through the Outer Hebrides will take you to some of the most 
remote and beautiful scenery in Europe. Vast expanses of moorland, 
stunning shell sand beaches, machair grasslands, dramatic cliffs and 
rugged hills all contain a rich biodiversity of flora and fauna. Together with 
a unique culture, history and the Gaelic Language this provides an inspir-
ing island environment to live and work in, and a culturally rich place to 
explore as a visitor.

The “Bealach” project will create new art works and events during 2016 
and 2017, to enhance the cultural infrastructure of the islands. 2016 will also 
see the opening of “Museum agus Tasglann nan Eilean”, and the eagerly 
anticipated return of several of The Lewis Chessmen on loan from the 
British Museum, together with loans from the National Museums Scotland, 
including stone axes, silver coin hoards and a three wheeler car, which will 
be displayed alongside the Museum’s own collections.

This publication aims to guide you to the existing galleries, studios, work-
shops, retail outlets and websites where art and craft, made in the Outer 
Hebrides, can be viewed, enjoyed and purchased. Scattered throughout the 
islands there are also many significant Public Art Works and Landmarks, to 
visit on route. The guide documents some (but by no means all) of these 
interesting and contemplative places, which interact with the surrounding 
landscape, interpreting elements of island history and relationships with 
the natural environment.
 
The island’s Comainn Eachdraidh are comprehensively detailed. Run 
by dedicated volunteers these local historical societies hold a treasure trove 
of information gathered over many years, including photographs, oral 
histories, genealogies, croft histories, arte-facts and archives. They offer an 
opportunity to study the history of island life and trace family roots back 
through the centuries. 

Although all details are accurate at the time of going to print in April 2016, 
it is advisable to check opening times before travelling long distances to 
particular venues. 

The guide is divided into four sections – Stornoway, Lewis, Harris, Uists/
Barra – by maps showing the locations of venues that open to the public or 
can be visited by appointment. Public Art & Landmarks are always acces-
sible and are colour-coded on the maps to distinguish them from venues. 
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Uist and Barra: Public Art and Landmarks

A   The Udal lies on a peninsula on the North Coast of North Uist. Archaeo-
logical excavations have uncovered extensive evidence for human occupa-
tion from Neolithic times until the 17th century. The finds from the excava-
tions are now part of the collections of Museum agus Tasglann nan Eilean 
and are being studied for publication and display with grant support from 
Historic Environment Scotland. The Project can be followed at Facebook 
Udal-Archaeology-Project.
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https://www.facebook.com/Udal-Archaeology-Project-432096106878685/
https://www.facebook.com/Udal-Archaeology-Project-432096106878685/


Uist and Barra: Public Art and Landmarks

B  St Kilda Viewpoint: developed by the North Uist Partnership. A dry-stone 
construction, equipped with binoculars and stone panel viewpoint indica-
tors. Visitors can look outwards to the Monach Islands and St Kilda beyond 
some 44 miles distant. Location: south western slopes of South Clettraval 
next to the former military road.
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http://www.uistfilm.org/


C  Taigh Chearsabhagh Museum and Arts Centre: Location: Lochmaddy

D  High Tide, Low Tide by Christine Boshier. Commissioned by Taigh Chear-
sabhagh. The domed form is covered in particles of glass. Location: on the 
shoreline near the arts centre.

Uist and Barra: Public Art and Landmarks
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E  Mosaic Mackerel by Rosalind Waites. Commissioned by Taigh Chearsab-
hagh. Made from locally sourced materials. Location: on the shoreline near 
the arts centre.

Uist and Barra: Public Art and Landmarks
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Uist and Barra: Public Art and Landmarks
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F  Both nam Faileas: Hut of the Shadows by Chris Drury. Commissioned 
by Taigh Chearsabhagh. The work is a grass-roofed, stone tumulus which 
mirrors the shapes of surrounding islands. It has a curved passageway 
leading into a small chamber which by means of a lens and three mirrors 
projects onto an interior wall the landscape around it. Location: Sponnish, 
20 min. walk from Lochmaddy. www.chrisdrury.co.uk

Uist and Barra: Public Art and Landmarks

http://chrisdrury.co.uk


 
G  Barpa Langais located at the top of Beinn Langais, is the best preserved 
Neolithic chambered cairn in the Outer Hebrides.  There is a car park nearby 
and a footpath up to the burial chamber allowing it to be viewed from out-
side. The chamber has partly collapsed and it is dangerous to enter.

The Outer Hebrides are rich in Archaeological sites, for a detailed reference
guide to exploring the archaeology of the Outer Hebrides, look out for the
Ancient Uists, Ancient Lewis & Harris and the Ancient Barra book series 
which are available from the Lews Castle shop.

 

  

Uist and Barra: Public Art and Landmarks
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Uist and Barra: Public Art and Landmarks

H  Walking Within Langass Woods Art Trail was conceived by Alec Finlay 
(www.alecfinlayblog.blogspot.co.uk) and made in collaboration with Ken 
Cockburn and Colin Will; Rebecca Hall, Rhodri Davies, Andy Mackinnon and 
students from Lionacleit and Carinish Schools. Commissioned by Taigh 
Chearsabhagh. www.langasswoods.co.uk an interactive digital guide to 
the woodland.

http://langasswoods.co.uk


I  Hercules carved by Iain Chalmers (http://chainsawcreations.co.uk), was a 
trained bear who appeared in various TV productions and films including 
Octopussy.  He escaped on Benbecula in 1980 whilst filming for an advert 
and went missing for 24 days, a crofter spotted him swimming in the sea 
and the bear went onto to live until 2000 (aged 25). He is fondly remem-
bered in island folklore. This life size statue in Langass Woods was commis-
sioned by Langass Woodland Trust (Urras an Craobh Uibhist a Tuath). 

Uist and Barra: Public Art and Landmarks
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http://www.earth-hebrides.co.uk


Uist and Barra: Public Art and Landmarks

J  Gael-force & Sanctuary by Roddy Mathieson (www.roddymathieson.net). 
Commissioned by Taigh Chearsabhagh. The sculptures relate to elements in 
the surrounding landscape – flight of swans, boat ribs, windswept trees. 
Location: Locheport.
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Uist and Barra: Public Art and Landmarks

K  Reflections: by Colin Mackenzie. A sweeping ceramic tiled seat wrapped 
around natural rock outcrops echoes the shapes and colours of its sur-
roundings. This Road Ends Sculpture at Claddach Baleshare marks the old 
crossing place to Baleshare before the causeway was built. Commissioned 
by Taigh Chearsabhagh. 

P
h

o
to

 ©
 U

is
tF

ilm

http://www.uistfilm.org/


Uist and Barra: Public Art and Landmarks
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L  Tir mo ghraidh / Land of my love by Virginia Hutchison. A 20 metre tide 
line cast in-situ in aluminium on a nearby beach, weaves in & around 
the fabric of Sgoil Bhaile a’ Mhanaich/ Balivanich Primary School casting 
shadows into classrooms. Commissioned by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar/ 
Sgoiltean Ura LLP/ FMP Construction as part of the Western Isles Schools 
Project. Selection process facilitated by An Lanntair. 

http://www.earth-hebrides.co.uk


76  Comunn Eachdraidh Bheàrnaraigh

Berneray Historical Society
The Nurse’s Cottage, Backhill, 
Berneray, HS6 5BD
info@bernerayhistorical.com
01876 525 001
www.bernerayhistorical.com

We promote an interest in the
history and culture of the people
of Berneray, and its Gaelic
language. We have researched,
digitised and presented a vast
amount of information relating
to the history of the island.

Open: June-August, 11am-3pm, 
Monday-Friday

    

meg@birlinnyarn.co.uk
01876 540283
www.birlinnyarn.co.uk
twitter @BirlinnYarn

Honest, artisanal knitting yarn 
and deep, luxurious sheepskins 
from Hebridean sheep bred 
on our croft at Sunhill, Isle of 
Berneray.

Retailed: Taigh Chearsabhagh, 
Lochmaddy; Ardmaree Stores, 
Isle of Berneray

77  Meg Rodger: The Birlinn Yarn Company

http://www.bernerayhistorical.com
mailto:meg%40birlinnyarn.co.uk?subject=
http://www.birlinnyarn.co.uk
https://twitter.com/BirlinnYarn


Sollas, Isle of North Uist
ask@sollasbooks.com
01876 560338, 07803906120
www.sollasbooks.com

 SollasBooks

artisan hand bound books and 
boxes : studio viewing : repair : 
commissions : workshops on 
an individual basis

Open: Mon & Tue 10.30am-3pm, 
Wed & Fri 9am-12.30pm
Retailed: Puffin Studio 
(Benbecula), Kildonan Craft 
Shop, Taigh Chearsabhagh 

  

Taigh a’ Ghearraidh, 
Isle of North Uist HS6 5DE
maclellanhoglan@aol.com
01876 510 213
www.margaretmaclellan.moonfruit.com

www.axisweb.org

Work exhibited consists of Draw-
ings, original prints, etchings, 
mono prints, photopolymer 
Intaglio prints, paintings in water 
colour, oil paint & mixed media.
 
Open: From July-Sept: Open 
Studio when signs are out: 
10am-6pm Mon-Sat or by appt.
Retailed: Taigh Chearsabhagh, 
Hammersay House Hotel, 
Lochmaddy

Corinna Krause: Sollas Bookbinding  78

Margaret Maclellan: Hoglan Prints  79     

mailto:ask%40sollasbooks.com?subject=
http://www.sollasbooks.com
https://www.facebook.com/SollasBooks
mailto:maclellanhoglan%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.margaretmaclellan.moonfruit.com
http://www.axisweb.org/p/margaretmaclellan


Taigh Fada, Druim Dubh, 
Paiblesgarry, 
Isle of North Uist HS6 5EF
sebjeb@waitrose.com
07752 117629
www.entwislebaker.co.uk
 
Land, sea wind, sky – evocative 
contemporary paintings. 
Originals, fine-art prints and 
cards. Meet the artist in her 
gallery/studio – a beautifully 
converted shipping container 
with Atlantic views. Local wool, 
throws & fleeces.

Open: 12-5 Thur-Sat & when sign 
is out. Also by arrangement.
Retailed:  Taigh Chearsabhagh

80  Judith Entwisle-Baker: westside gallery    

  81  Laura Donkers: earth | environmental art hebrides    

Keske, Clachan, 
Isle of North Uist HS6 5HD
laura.donkers.art@googlemail.com
07562 980287
www.earth-hebrides.co.uk

Laura Donkers
 Laura Donkers 

earth | environmental art 
hebrides is the creative platform 
of Laura Donkers. Through 
drawings, videos, sound 
recordings and inter-medial 
artworks she founds her creative 
practice on these embodied 
ways of knowing place.

Open: Only on request

mailto:sebjeb%40waitrose.com?subject=
http://www.entwislebaker.co.uk
mailto:laura.donkers.art%40googlemail.com?subject=
http://www.earth-hebrides.co.uk
https://uk.linkedin.com/in/laura-donkers-36479238
https://twitter.com/lauradonkers


Louise Cook: Shoreline Stoneware  82     

Locheport, North Uist HS6 5EU
louise.shoreline@gmail.com
01876 580 372
www.shoreline-stoneware.com

 ShorelineStonewareLouiseCook

Individually hand-crafted stone-
ware pottery. Natural beach-
weathered sea fragments, 
abandoned at the high-tide line, 
provide the delicate textures 
captured on the clay. Rock Pool 
Pebble Bowls. Unique peat-fired 
tiles. Local sands & clay glazes.

Open: Mon-Sat 10am-5pm 
Sun 2pm-5pm or when OPEN 
sign is up

Uist Arts Association
getintouch@uistarts.org
www.uistarts.org

Art on the Map – open studio 
trail of artists and makers 
throughout the Uists, held 
annually in July/August & a 
great online directory of art on 
the Uists all year round. Look 
out for the Art on the Map 
leaflets for full details.

Open: please refer to our 
brochures for individual artists 
opening times.

Art on the Map  83

http://www.shoreline-stoneware.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/Shoreline-Stoneware-Louise-Cook-427212344052827/
mailto:getintouch%40uistarts.org?subject=
http://www.uistarts.org


Lochmaddy, North Uist HS6 5AA
admin@taigh-chearsabhagh.org
01870 603 970
www.taigh-chearsabhagh.org

  Taigh Chearsabhagh
  UistFilm
  Taigh Ciùil, Taigh Chearsabhagh Cafe

An award-winning contemporary 
arts & heritage venue with 
exhibition spaces, historical 
archive, studios, digital media 
suite, print workshop & darkroom, 
shop, & post office. Plus a 
monthly film club & music events.

Open: Please check website for 
opening hours.

84  Taigh Chearsabhagh Museum and Arts Centre       

North Uist Historical Society
Taigh Chearsabhagh, 
Lochmaddy, North Uist HS6 5AA
admin@taigh-chearsabhagh.org
01870 603 970
www.taigh-chearsabhagh.org

  CE.Uibhist.a.Tuath

North Uist Historical Society 
operates a museum & archive 
room. The museum display 
changes on annual basis & the 
archive room offers public
access to our collection relating 
to North Uist along with 
information on past exhibitions.

Open: See Taigh Chearsabhagh

  85  Comann Eachdraidh Uibhist a Tuath  

http://www.taigh-chearsabhagh.org
https://www.facebook.com/TaighChearsabhagh
https://www.facebook.com/UistFilm
https://www.facebook.com/Taigh-Ci�il-Taigh-Chearsabhagh-Cafe-191811714250530/
http://www.taigh-chearsabhagh.org
https://www.facebook.com/CE.Uibhist.a.Tuath


Lorraine Burke: Hebridean Graphics  86       

Taigh Chearsabhagh
Lochmaddy 
Isle of North Uist HS6 5AA
info@lorraineburke.co.uk
lorraine@hebrideangraphics.com 
01876 500469, 07572 570866
www.lorraineburke.co.uk 
hebrideangraphics.com
 
Artist and graphic designer 
working in photography, paint-
ing and vinyl graphics.
 
Open: Please call or email for 
an appointment.

The Mill & Wool Centre 
5 Scotvein, Grimsay 
Isle of North Uist HS6 5JA
info@uistwool.co.uk
01870 602597
www.uistwool.co.uk

 UistWool

Uist Wool runs a Mill & Centre 
that spins primarily local fleece 
into desirable, artisan yarns to 
supply weavers, craftspeople 
& visitors and where creative 
ideas and inspiration are shared 
through training, workshops 
and exhibitions. 

Open: Opening Summer 2016. 
Check website for details.

Uist Wool  87       

mailto:info%40lorraineburke.co.uk?subject=
mailto:lorraine%40hebrideangraphics.com?subject=
http://www.lorraineburke.co.uk
http://www.hebrideangraphics.com
mailto:info%40uistwool.co.uk?subject=
http://www.uistwool.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/UistWool/


Rm 26 bunker building 
East Camp, Balivanich 
Benbecula HS7 5LA
outerhebsoapshack@btinternet.com
01870 602491
www.outerhebridessoapshack.co.uk

Handmade natural soap and 
skincare products made the 
traditional way. Created with a 
delicate blend of skin nourishing 
oils and fragranced with essen-
tial oils, to clean, moisturise and 
leave you smelling gorgeous.
 
Retailed: Salka, Stornoway, 
Taigh Chearsabhagh, North Uist 

  88  Samantha Johnson: Outer Hebrides Soap Shack

  89  Museum nan Eilean: Lionacleit

Museum nan Eilean (Benbecula)
Sgoil Lionacleit
Isle of Benbecula HS7 5PJ
01870 603692/3542
c.maccuish@cne-siar.gov.uk
 
Located beside the library in 
Sgoil Lionacleit (community 
school) this local authority 
museum hosts a range of 
temporary displays and touring 
exhibitions. Island life past & 
present, community & pupil 
curated work plus national 
touring exhibits.
 
Open: Tue-Sat 10am-1pm & 
2pm-5pm; open late Friday till 
7pm; closed Sun & Mon
 

    

mailto:outerhebsoapshack%40btinternet.com?subject=
http://www.outerhebridessoapshack.co.uk


Comunn Eachdraidh Beinn a Fhaoghla  90  

Benbecula History Society
26 Winfield Way
Balivanich, Benbecula HS7 5LA
catherinemuir@uisteach.co.uk
01870 602 539 / 602 409
www.benbeculahistorysociety.co.uk

 Benbecula History Society

Our focus is on people & places
on the Island of Benbecula. We
hold organised walks & publish
books on topics relating to the
area including individual town-
ships and Clanranald, genealogy
of the Benbecula donors to
Carmichael’s Carmina Gaedelica.

Open: variable May-Oct by appt.

The Pier, Lochcarnan
Isle of South Uist HS8 5PD
info@salarsmokehouse.co.uk
01870 610324
www.salarsmokehouse.co.uk

Award winning smokehouse 
selling a range of smoked salmon 
products, The Salar Collection 
Jewellery exclusively designed 
by Hebridean Jewellery and art 
& craft by a variety of producers 
from the Outer Hebrides.

Open: All year: Mon-Fri: 9am-
5pm Sat 10am-3pm. April 1st to 
August 31st also open Sundays 
12pm - 4pm

Salar Smokehouse  91     

http://www.benbeculahistorysociety.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/Benbecula-History-Society-189975034489335/?fref=ts&ref=br_tf
mailto:info%40salarsmokehouse.co.uk?subject=
http://www.salarsmokehouse.co.uk


M  Our Lady of the Isles / Bana Thighearna nan Eilean by Huw Lorimer. 9m 
tall, carved from granite. Commissioned in 1957 by Canon John Morrison 
& paid for by the islanders. Location: Western side of Rubhal, South Uist.

Uist and Barra: Public Art and Landmarks
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Uist and Barra: Public Art and Landmarks

N  Great Auks by Miranda Forrest “The original Penguin, swam in our 
seas until they became extinct in 1844. I mourn their loss, so I made these 
ceramic ones to remind us to look after the smaller auks we still have!’ 
Location: Bornais  

O  In Praise of Uist by Malcolm Robertson (www.malcolmrobertson.com) 
Commissioned by/ Location the Kildonan Centre. Cut into the steel sheet 
are verses from a Gaelic emigrant song. www.kildonanmuseum.co.uk 
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http://www.mirandaforrest.com
http://www.malcolmrobertson.com


Uist and Barra: Public Art and Landmarks

P  The Listening Place by the late Valerie Pragnell. A series of seats cast from 
an original tractor seat are set into a curved wall that incorporates bronze 
casts of poems by local bards, Donald Macdonald and Donald J Macdon-
ald. Location: South Lochboisedale. Commissioned by Taigh Chearsbhagh. 
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http://www.taigh-chearsabhagh.org/


Iochdar South Uist HS8 5QX
info@hebridean-jewellery.co.uk
01870 610288
www.hebrideanjewellery.co.uk

Hebridean Jewellery has a 
large range of unique designs 
created over two generations 
from work inspired by that of 
ancient Picts and Celts to 
contemporary styles, in silver 
and gold, some with precious 
and semi precious gems.

Open: Mon-Sat  9am-5.30pm
Retailed: Hebridean Jewellery, 
63 Cromwell St, Stornoway

John Hart: Hebridean Jewellery  92          

Clover Cottage, Stoneybridge 
Isle of South Uist HS8 5SD
alan@hebrides.net
07876273900
www.alanwhittleceramics.com

 Alan Whittle Ceramics
 
Original hand-built ceramics:  
bowls, platters, wall art & vases. 
Unique designs & sculpture: 
Mechanical Flowers, Madhouses 
& Baskets. Also cold cast clocks, 
plaques, bookends, chessboards 
& cottages. Prices to suit all 
pockets.

Open: 10am-5pm daily
Retailed: Kildonan Centre, 
Dark Island Hotel

Alan Whittle: Solus Studio  93     

http://www.hebrideanjewellery.co.uk
mailto:alan%40hebrides.net?subject=
http://www.alanwhittleceramics.com
https://www.facebook.com/Alan-Whittle-Ceramics-1700293493589056/?fref=ts&ref=br_tf


94  Stella Whittle: Solus Studio   

Clover Cottage, Stoneybridge, 
South Uist HS8 5SD
neoinean1903@gmail.com
07787030504
www.solusglass.co.uk

 Solus Glass

Jewellery, bowls, splashbacks 
and wall art, I work in a stunning 
range of coloured glass and 
beautiful dichroic for added 
sparkle. I also recycle post-
consumer, construction and 
automotive glass. Prices start at 
£5. Commissions accepted.
 
Open: 10am-5pm daily  
Retailed: Kildonan Centre, Dark 
Island Hotel

95  Miranda Forrest: Hebridean Glazes  

13 Bornais, South Uist.
HS8 5SA
miranda.forrest@tesco.net
01878 710360

Local Hebridean rocks, plants 
and shells used to make glazes 
for my high-fired stoneware 
pottery. A range of thrown and 
hand-built ceramics. Sculpted, 
raku-fired birds. GSofA trained. 
Author of Natural Glazes, 
collecting and making.
 
Open: when ‘open’ sign at gate, 
or by appointment.
Retailed: Kildonan Centre

mailto:neoinean1903%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.solusglass.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/Solus-Glass-430541920427073/


South Uist Historical Society
Kildonan Museum, Kildonan, 
South Uist, HS8 5RZ
admin@kildonanmuseum.co.uk
01878 710343
www.kildonanmuseum.co.uk

Our registered museum hosts 
a permanent exhibition of items 
relating to the island including
the significant photographic 
archives of Margaret Fay Shaw, 
folklorist & photographer, which 
depict life in South Uist.

Open: April-Oct, 7 days a week: 
10am-5pm (last entry 4.15pm) 
& by appointment

 Comunn Eachdraidh Uibhist a Deas  97  

Kildonan Centre, 
South Uist HS8 5RZ
uistcraftproducers@hebrides.net
01870 620380
www.uist-craft-producers.org.uk

We sell a wide range of high 
quality Art and Craft goods. 
Weaving, knitting, ceramics, 
glassware, jewellery, soaps, 
lotions, paintings, photographs, 
reproductions, cards, candles, 
books, music cds, all from Uist 
based artists and craftspersons.

Open: April-October Mon-Sat: 
11am-4.30pm Sun: 1pm-4pm

Uist Craft Producers  96      

     

http://www.kildonanmuseum.co.uk
http://www.uist-craft-producers.org.uk


An Garradh Mor, West Kilbride 
Isle of South Uist HS8 5TT
denise@hebrideanwoolshed.scot
www.hebrideanwoolshed.scot

Hand-spinning, weaving, 
knitting. Hebridean, plant-dyed 
& luxury wools. Knitwear in 
traditional & contemporary 
designs. Spinning & natural 
dyeing workshops.

Open: 10am-6pm Closed Sat. 
Advisable to check if travelling 
some distance

Retailed: Kildonan Centre

   98  Denise Bridge: Hebridean Woolshed    

Barr an Locha, Drimsdale 
South Uist HS8 5RT
alan.turner@hebrides.net
01870 620380
www.gallery.drimsdale.com

Uist landscape & wildlife paint-
ing & photography. Originals, 
mounted/framed reproductions, 
limited edition prints & hand 
made cards on sale at the 
Kildonan Centre. Email & phone 
enquiries welcome. 

Retailed: Uist Craft Producers 
Shop, Kildonan Centre

  99  Alan Turner

mailto:denise%40hebrideanwoolshed.scot?subject=
http://www.hebrideanwoolshed.scot
http://www.gallery.drimsdale.com


Eriskay Historical Society
No public premises
iainruaraidh@gmail.com or 
angus.macdonald1@sky.com

Eriskay Historical Society was 
established in February 2010 
to document the history of the 
island community situated off 
the south of South Uist. As the 
newest historical society in 
the Western Isles, their initial 
interest has been in collecting 
photographs relating to the 
island and identifying 
individuals within them.

Eriskay Historical Society  101    

Ceolas  100    

Gleus House, Dalabrog
South Uist HS8 5SS
info@ceolas.co.uk
01878 700 154
www.ceolas.co.uk

 ceolas
 ceolas

The award winning Ceòlas 
Summer School is held annually 
in July in Dalbrog, South Uist,  
Expert tuition in piping, fiddle, 
song, dance & the Gaelic 
language are offered over a 
backdrop of community events 
including cèilidhs, concerts, 
guided walks and a Visual Artist 
in Residence exhibition by a 
local artist.

 

mailto:info%40ceolas.co.uk?subject=
http://www.ceolas.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ceolasuibhist/
https://mobile.twitter.com/ceolasuist


Dualchas, Barra Heritage Centre
Castlebay, Barra, HS9 5XD
01871 810413
barraheritage@btconnect.com

 barraheritage

Barra & Vatersay Historical
Society was established in 1995
to preserve and promote the
heritage of Barra, Vatersay  &
the Bishop’s Isles. The Society 
collects artefacts, archives & 
photographs relating to these
islands and has a programme
of exhibitions and displays in its
registered museum in Castlebay.

Open: April-Sept
(see Facebook page)
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103  Bùth Bharraigh featuring Barra Bunting

Castlebay, Isle of Barra
HS9 5XD
info@buthbharraigh.co.uk
01871 817948

 Buth Bharraigh
 Barra Bunting

Local community co-operative
selling local food (meat, fish,
eggs, veg, baking) and crafts.
The aims of Bùth Bharraigh are
to help people diversify crofts,
provide a shop front for local
produce and to keep money
local. We also have Wifi access.
 
Open: Please check website for 
current opening times

   

102  Comunn Eachdraidh Bhàrraigh agus Bhatarsaigh     

mailto:barraheritage%40btconnect.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/barraheritage
https://www.facebook.com/ButhBharraigh
https://www.facebook.com/BarraBunting


Fèisean nan Gaidheal  105

Hebridean Connections  104

www.feisean.org
 Fèis Eilean an Fhraoich
 Fèis an Rubha
  Taigh Dhonnchaidh
 Fèis Bharraigh
 Fèis Eilean na Hearadh
 Fèis Tir a’Mhurain
 Fèis Tir an Eorna
  Western Isles Cèilidh Trail

This is the umbrella body for the 
Fèis movement. There are seven 
local Fèisean in the Outer 
Hebrides that hold week-long 
Gaelic music, drama & cultural 
tuition festivals for children & 
young people, follow-on classes 
throughout the year & a Cèilidh 
air Chuairt nan Eilean Siar.

01851 822750
info@hebrideanconnections.com
www.hebrideanconnections.com

 HebrideanConnections.com

Hebridean Connections is both 
an innovative website and a 
network of voluntary groups 
working to preserve the cultural 
heritage of the Outer Hebrides. 
Technology is used to preserve 
information about local history, 
family and traditions. The project 
is managed by Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar on behalf of the 
Comainn Eachdraidh, as part 
of the Islands’ Museum and 
Archive Service. 
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http://www.feisean.org
https://www.facebook.com/feiseileananfhraoich
https://www.facebook.com/FeisAnRubha
https://www.facebook.com/Taigh-Dhonnchaidh-110058445695718/?hc_ref=SEARCH&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/FeisBharraigh/?hc_ref=SEARCH&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/feiseileannahearadh1%20%20
https://www.facebook.com/Feis-Tir-aMhurain-181031235577203/?fref=ts&ref=br_tf
https://www.facebook.com/NorthUistFeis
https://www.facebook.com/westernislesceilidhtrail/?fref=ts&ref=br_tf
mailto:info%40hebrideanconnections.com?subject=
http://www.hebrideanconnections.com
https://www.facebook.com/hebrideanconnections/timeline


Uist and Barra: Public Art and Landmarks

Q  The Statue of Our Lady of Fatima erected on the site of the original 
Catholic Church on Eriskay.

R  Our Lady of the Sea erected in 1954, just below the summit of Heaval, 
the highest hill on Barra.
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Uist and Barra: Public Art and Landmarks

Sgeulachdan na Mara by Stephen Hurrel & Ruth Brennan in association 
with Voluntary Action Barra & Vatersay, school pupils, Barra fishermen & 
older members of the community. Interactive map exploring the intimate 
relationship between people & place in the seas around Barra & Vatersay.  

http://www.hurrelvisualarts.com
http://www.mappingthesea.net/barra/


Uist and Barra: Public Art and Landmarks

S  Otters and Salmon by Iain Brady. Highlights the areas local otter popula-
tion. Commissioned by Northbay Community Council. Location: Àird Mhòr/
Ardmhor ferry terminal. 
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http://www.iainbrady.com


Uist and Barra: Public Art and Landmarks

T  Mosaic by Alan Potter. Commissioned by Barra & Vatersay Community 
Ltd. Location: The Herring Walk www.alanpotterartist.wordpress.com
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Uist and Barra: Public Art and Landmarks

U  Herring Walk sculptures and interpretive panels tell the story of the her-
ring fishing history. Commissioned by Barra & Vatersay Community Ltd. 
Location: path around the bay at Castlebay.
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Page 117 Barra Bunting and desc mapping the sea

Barra Bunting is an on-going community project inviting people who have 
set foot on Barra and/or Vatersay to create a flag to be added to bunting 
chains which are used to decorate events throughout Barra and Vatersay. 
The project was created and is run by Barra and Vatersay Island Produce 
Show. It won a Voluntary Arts Epic Award in 2013.  www.barrabunting.net

Uist and Barra: Public Art and Landmarks

http://www.barrabunting.net


Acknowledgement to Partners and Funders

HEB
CELT

http://www.creativescotland.com/


Acknowledgement to Partners and Funders

Otters and Seal, 
Mosaic, Herring Walk

Stornoway Townscape Heritage Initiative

North Harris Eagle Observatory

An Suileachan
Bathadh Chunndail

Memorial Stone
Stornoway Murals

Mosaic/Herring Walk
Sgeulachdan na Mara

Sail Loft
Stornoway Townscape 

Heritage Initiative

Lady Matheson’s Monument, 
Highland Bull, Seals, Fisherman,
Herring Girls, Stornoway Mural

High Tide Low Tide,
Mosaic Mackerel

Gaelforce & Sanctuary
 Reflections, 

Listening Place,
Both nam Faileas

Walking in Langass Woods

North Harris Eagle
Observatory

Otters and Seals
Walking in Langass Woods

Restoration of the Sail Loft & former Commercial Hotel

Sgeulachdan na Mara: Sea Stories

Stornoway Townscape Heritage Initiative 
Sail Loft

Bathadh Chunndail Memorial Stone

Both nam Faileas: Hut of the Shadows



DISCLAIMER
Whilst every care has been taken in compiling this guide, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar cannot be 
held responsible for any variations errors or omissions by participants or third parties or for 
anything arising out of the use of this information whether accurate or not. Visitors are advised 
at all times to confirm details with the individual business or venues in advance of their visit.

Under no circumstances can Comhairle nan Eilean Siar accept liability for any loss, damage 
or injury sustained by any member of the public visiting any venue, public art work, landmark 
or archaeological site listed in this guide. Visitors do so entirely at their own risk. Adults are 
responsible for the supervision of any children in their care. It is the individual businesses listed 
responsibility to have their own public liability cover appropriate to their practice and venue.

Acknowledgement to Partners and Funders

Museum agus Tasglann nan Eilean: Lews Castle Restoration

Western Isles Schools Project: 
Ravens: 

Tir mo ghraidh / Land of my Love



Visitor Information

Scotland’s National Tourism Organisation 
www.visitscotland.com

Caledonian MacBrayne operate vehicle & 
passenger ferry services to/from & within the 

Outer Hebrides. Timetables, routes & fares 
are detailed on their website: 

www.calmac.co.uk 
Reservations Number: 0800 066 5000

Flights to/from & within the Outer Hebrides 
are operated by:
www.flybe.com

www.easternairways.com

The official tourism website for the whole of 
the Outer Hebrides. Log on for comprehensive 
details on accommodation, events, activities, 
attractions, arts and crafts.

www.visitouterhebrides.co.uk

http://visitscotland.com
http://www.calmac.co.uk
http://www.flybe.com
http://www.easternairways.com
http://www.visitouterhebrides.co.uk
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The Hebridean Way stretches 185 miles along the 
length of the Outer Hebrides from Vatersay in the south 
to the Butt of Lewis in the north. The cycling and walking 
routes pass through the stunning scenery of 10 Islands 
linked by a combination of causeways and ferries.

www.hebrideanway.co.uk
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http://www.visitouterhebrides.co.uk/see-and-do/activities/hebridean-way
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This booklet was compiled in April 2016. 
It can be viewed online at 
www.visitouterhebrides.co.uk and on the 
Arts and Culture pages at www.cne-siar.gov.uk 

Elsie Mitchell
Arts Development Officer
Development Department
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
Sandwick Road
Stornoway
Isle of Lewis
HS1 2BW

emitchell@cne-siar.gov.uk
Comments on this booklet are welcome.

http://www.visitouterhebrides.co.uk
http://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/artsandculture/madeintheouterhebrides.asp

